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The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Resources. After general
debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. The
bill and the amendment recommended by the
Committee on Resources now printed in the
bill shall be considered as read. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Utah [Mrs. WALDHOLTZ]
is recognized for 1 hour.

Mrs. WALDHOLTZ. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. BEILEN-
SON], pending which I yield myself such
time as I may consume. During consid-
eration of this resolution, all time
yielded is for the purpose of debate
only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 146 is
the rule for the consideration of H.R.
614, a bill to convey the New London
National Fish Hatchery to the State of
Minnesota.

This is an open rule. It provides for 1
hour of general debate, to be divided
between the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Resources Com-
mittee. After general debate, the bill
will be considered for amendment
under the 5-minute rule. The bill and
the amendment recommended by the
Committee on Resources now printed
in the bill shall be considered as read.
Finally, the rule provides for a motion
to recommit.

This underlying bill will convey the
New London Fish Hatchery to the
State of Minnesota, which has been op-
erating the hatchery since 1983 when
the Federal Government decided to dis-
continue operations. Minnesota as-
sumed operations to ensure that the
State’s fish stocking program would
continue into the future. The hatchery
plays an important role in the walleye
and muskie stocking program.

To date, Minnesota has spent nearly
$800,000 on operations, maintenance,
and improvement of the facility and
has a strong interest in making certain
capital improvements on the facility,
but without ownership, they are, un-
derstandably, reluctant to do so. This
bill would transfer all right, title, and
interest in the hatchery so that the
State may make those improvements.
Should the State discontinue oper-
ations, ownership returns to the United
States with the understanding that the
facility be returned to the Federal Gov-
ernment in equal or better condition
than it was at the time of transfer.

This rule provides for fair, open de-
bate and is brought up under an open
rule at the request of the chairman.
Some Members may wonder why this
bill is coming up under an open rule

rather than coming up on the suspen-
sion calendar.

During consideration of the bill by
the Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wild-
life and Oceans, two amendments were
offered by members of that subcommit-
tee. While the first amendment was
adopted, the second amendment was re-
jected by voice vote. This rule will
allow that amendment to be brought
up on the floor for consideration by the
full House.

The amendment, offered by the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. MILLER],
would require the State of Minnesota
to pay the Federal Government the fair
market value for the fish hatchery fa-
cility at the time of transfer. Since
amendments can not be offered under
suspension of the rules, Congressman
Miller would have been prohibited from
offering his amendment on the floor.
This open rule will protect the right of
Members to bring important issues to
the floor by allowing that amendment,
and any others, to be offered on the
floor for consideration by the full
House.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
adopt this rule. It provides for fair con-
sideration of a bill that is very impor-
tant to the people of Minnesota, and at
the same time it protects the rights of
Members to offer amendments for con-
sideration by the full House.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BEILENSON. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is an open rule,
which the Committee on Rules re-
ported for a noncontroversial bill. We
support the rule, and we urge our col-
leagues to approve it today.

The Committee on Rules heard testi-
mony last week about the non-
controversial nature of H.R. 614, which
transfers ownership, without reim-
bursement, of the New London Fish
Hatchery to the State of Minnesota.
We were told that the State of Min-
nesota wants to preserve this property
and is willing to make improvements
and implement long-term plans if it
can assume ownership.

This is just one of several fish hatch-
eries, formerly operated by the Federal
Government, that the Fish and Wildlife
Service plans to transfer to States, all
without reimbursement to the United
States for the land, equipment, and
buildings at the hatchery sites.

The gentleman from California [Mr.
MILLER] may offer an amendment to
the bill that would require the State of
Minnesota to pay the Federal Govern-
ment the fair market value of the prop-
erty.

Under this rule, the amendment is in
order, as is any other germane amend-
ment. Our colleagues will be able to
hear Mr. MILLER’S arguments for re-
quiring an appraisal of this and the
other fish hatcheries being transferred
to States that are evidently using
them, very successfully, for State rec-
reational purposes. His amendment

will also require the State to pay the
Federal Government the fair market
value of the property.

Mr. Speaker, again, we support this
open rule and urge our colleagues to
approve it today.

Mrs. WALDHOLTZ. Mr. Speaker, we
have no further requests for time, I
yield back the balance of my time, and
I move the previous question on the
resolution.

The previous question was ordered.
The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 584, CONVEYANCE OF
THE FAIRPORT NATIONAL FISH
HATCHERY TO THE STATE OF
IOWA
Mrs. WALDHOLTZ. Mr. Speaker, by

direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 145 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 145
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 1(b) of rule XXIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 584) to direct
the Secretary of the Interior to convey a fish
hatchery to the State of Iowa. The first read-
ing of the bill shall be dispensed with. Gen-
eral debate shall be confined to the bill and
shall not exceed one hour equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on Re-
sources. After general debate the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule and shall be considered as read.
At the conclusion of consideration of the bill
for amendment the Committee shall rise and
report the bill to the House with such
amendments as may have been adopted. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WELLER). The gentlewoman from Utah
[Mrs. WALDHOLTZ] is recognized for 1
hour.

Mrs. WALDHOLTZ. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. BEILEN-
SON] pending which I yield myself such
time as I may consume. During consid-
eration of this resolution, all time
yielded is for the purpose of debate
only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 145 is
a very simple resolution. The proposed
rule is an open rule providing for 1
hour of general debate equally divided
between the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on
Resources.

After general debate the bill shall be
considered as read for amendment
under the 5-minute rule. At the conclu-
sion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the committee shall rise
and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been
adopted.
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Finally, Mr. Speaker, the rule pro-

vides one motion to recommit.
Mr. Speaker, the chairman of the

Committee on Resources, Mr. YOUNG,
requested an open rule for this legisla-
tion. The open rule was reported out of
the Committee on Rules by voice vote.
Under the proposed rule each Member
has an opportunity to have their con-
cerns addressed, debated, and ulti-
mately voted up or down by this body.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, the under-
lying legislation directs the Secretary
of the Interior to convey a Federal fish
hatchery, this time located in the
State of Iowa in Fairport, IA. For the
last 22 years the State of Iowa has op-
erated the facility. And at this point in
time the State would like to upgrade
the facility, but is unable to justify the
expense of the improvements without
having legal title to the property.

H.R. 584 would transfer ownership of
the hatchery and immediate property
and buildings to the State of Iowa. The
bill is supported by both the State of
Iowa and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and it was reported out of the
Committee on Resources by voice vote.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, this rule
provides for any amendments to be
brought up. We understand that a simi-
lar amendment to the preceding legis-
lation that was just discussed may be
offered, but under the open rule all
Members will have the opportunity to
have their voices aired, discussed, and
voted on.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this open rule.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BEILENSON. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is, as the gentle-
women pointed out, an open rule for a
noncontroversial bill. We support the
rule, and we urge our colleagues to do
the same.

We also support the objective of the
bill, H.R. 584, to convey the fish hatch-
ery to the State of Iowa, which has
been operating it for several years now.

We do have some concerns about
transferring this property to the State
of Iowa, which has been using the
hatchery very successfully for State
recreational purposes, without reim-
bursement. The gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. MILLER], who is the ranking
member on the Resources Committee
and its former chairman, may offer an
amendment to the bill that we think
deserves the attention of our col-
leagues.

Mr. MILLER raised several important
points in his dissenting views on this
bill. He questioned the give-away of
Federal assets to the State of Iowa
without reimbursement to the Federal
taxpayers for their investment, espe-
cially since no one knows the true
value of the property—there has been
no appraisal of the buildings and land
since 1983.

His amendment would require an up-
dated appraisal of this property that

has a choice location and a commercial
potential that could result in signifi-
cant revenue for the United States. Mr.
MILLER’S amendment would also re-
quire payment of fair market value by
the State to reimburse Federal tax-
payers for their investment.

Under this open rule, Mr. MILLER and
any other Member may offer germane
amendments such as this one.

Again, we urge our colleagues to ap-
prove this rule for the bill conveying
ownership of the Fairport Fish Hatch-
ery to the State of Iowa.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mrs. WALDHOLTZ. Mr. Speaker, we
have no further requests for time, I
yield back the balance of my time, and
I move the previous question on the
resolution.

The previous question was ordered.
The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 535, THE CORNING NA-
TIONAL FISH HATCHERY CON-
VEYANCE ACT

Mrs. WALDHOLTZ. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 144 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 144
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 1(b) of rule XXIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 535) to direct
the Secretary of the Interior to convey the
Corning National Fish Hatchery to the State
of Arkansas. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. General debate shall
be confined to the bill and shall not exceed
one hour equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Resources. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. The
bill and the amendment recommended by the
Committee on Resources now printed in the
bill shall be considered as read. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Utah [Mrs. WALDHOLTZ]
is recognized for 1 hour.

Mrs. WALDHOLTZ. Mr. Speaker, for
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from California [Mr. BEILENSON], pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 144 is
another open rule providing for the
consideration of H.R. 535, legislation
directing the Secretary of the Interior

to convey Corning National Fish
Hatchery to the State of Arkansas.

Specifically, this rule provides 1 hour
of general debate equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and the
ranking member of the Committee on
Resources. After general debate is com-
pleted, the bill will be considered for
amendment under the 5-minute rule.
The bill and the amendment rec-
ommended by the Resources Commit-
tee now printed in the bill shall be con-
sidered as read. Finally, the rule pro-
vides one motion to recommit.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 144
will permit the House to consider legis-
lation sponsored by our colleague, Rep-
resentative BLANCH LAMBERT LINCOLN,
to convey the Corning National Fish
Hatchery, which is located in Corning,
AR, to the State of Arkansas.

As will be described in more detail
later, the State of Arkansas assumed
control of the fish hatchery from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 1983,
when it was closed as a result of Fed-
eral budget cuts. Currently, no Federal
funds are being used to operate or
maintain the hatchery. It is my under-
standing that the State is now inter-
ested in making capital improvements
to the facility, in addition to long-term
plans for its use. However, the State is
hesitant to do so without first obtain-
ing title to the property.

H.R. 535 would facilitate the transfer
to the State of Arkansas of all right,
title, and interest of the United States
in and to the property of the Corning
Fish Hatchery. An amendment adopted
during subcommittee consideration of
the bill would ensure that these rights
and interests will revert to the United
States if the property is used for any
purpose other than fishery resources
management.

Mr. Speaker, let me take just a mo-
ment to respond to those who might
question why we are considering this
legislation under a rule at all, rather
than under suspension of the rules. As
our colleagues know, suspension of the
rules is an effective tool for consider-
ing relatively noncontroversial legisla-
tion in an expedited manner. Debate is
limited to just 40 minutes, and bills
considered under suspension are
unamendable on the floor of the House.

During our Rules Committee hearing
on the bill last week, we discussed the
possibility of at least two amendments
to H.R. 535, including one to be offered
by the sponsor of the bill, and one by
the ranking minority member of the
Resources Committee requiring the
State of Arkansas to pay the Federal
Government the fair market value of
the Corning facility at the time of
transfer. Under suspension, any such
floor amendments would be prohibited.
Under this open rule, however, an open
amendment process is guaranteed. Any
Member can be heard on any germane
amendment to the bill at the appro-
priate time.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 535 was favorably
reported out of the Committee on Re-
sources by voice vote, as was this rule
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